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SUBJECT: COAL SHIPMENTS TO HOOGOVENS STEEL MILL 
REF: THE HAGUE 2465, THE HAGUE 5563 

1. PLEASE DELIVER FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO ECONOMIC 
MINISTER LUBBERS FROM UNDERSECTARY DONALDSON: 

2. QUOTE: DEAR MR. MINISTER: 

3. AS PROMISED AT OUR LAST MEETING INQUIRIES HAVE BEEN 
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SUBSTANTIALLY BEHIND IN MEETING ITS SCHEDULE OF SHIPMENTS. 
THAT COMPANY STATES THAT STRIKES AND RELATED INDUSTRIAL 
STRIFE HAVE REDUCED ITS ANTICIPATED PRODUCTION BY ONE-HALF 
AND THAT ITS AVAILABLE COAL IS BEING PRO-RATED TO ALL 
CUSTOMERS, INCLUDING HOOGOVENS. THE OTHER TWO COMPANIES 
HAVE ADVISED US THAT THEY ARE SUBSTANTIALLY MEETING 
THEIR COMMITMENTS. ALL THREE FIRMS EXPECT, ALBEIT 
WITH DIFFICULTY, TO MEET THEIR CONTRACTURAL OBLIGATIONS 
TO HOOGOVENS IN 1974. 

4. MY INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE PROBABLE AVAILABILITY OF 
STEAMING COAL FOR EXPORT TO THE NETHERLANDS HAVE BEEN 
LESS ENCOURAGING. PRODUCTIVITY IS LOWER THAN EXPECTED. 

ALL PRODUCTION HAS APPARENTLY ALREADY BEEN CONTRACTED 
FOR AND WE HAVE FOUND NO ONE WILLING TO ENTER INTO 
ADDITIONAL COMMITMENTS. OF COURSE, IF SUPPLY PROBLEMS 
IN THE U.S. AND THE NETHERLANDS BECOME CRITICAL WE 
MIGHT BE ABLE TO ORDER SOME DIVERSIONS. AT THIS TIME, 

HOWEVER, THE ADMINISTRATION HAS NO LEGAL AUTHORITY 
TO TAKE SUCH ACTION. 

5. 1 BELIEVE OUR INQUIRIES WILL RESULT IN REDOUBLED 
EFFORTS BY THE AMERICAN FIRMS CONCERNED TO MAINTAIN AN 
ADEQUATE SUPPLY OF COKING COAL TO HOOGOVENS IN 1974. 

WE HAVE OFFERED TO HELP THEM RESOLVE IN AN APPROPRIATE 
MANNER ANY BUNKERING OR OTHER PROBLEMS WHICH MAY 
ARISE. IT IS CLEAR THAT THEY ALL CONSIDER HOOGOVENS AND 
IMPORTANT AND VALUED CUSTOMER. 

6. PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE TO INFORM ME IF I CAN BE OF 
FURTHER ASSISTANCE IN THIS MATTER. WE ARE COLLECTING THE 
DATA YOU REQUESTED ON ENRICHED URANIUM AND HOPE TO FORWARD 
IT TO YOU SOON. IT WAS MY SINCERE PLEASURE TO MEET YOU IN 

THE HAGUE AND I WANTED TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR VALUABLE HELP 
DURING MY VISIT AND ALSO WISH YOU A HAPPY NEW YEAR. 

7. WARM REGARDS, WILLIAM H. DONALDSON. 

RUSH 
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